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Monday, January 10, 2011
 2:45 – 4:00 PM

Human Services Agency
400 Harbor Blvd, Building B
Notre Dame Room
Meeting Minutes
I. Public Comment (Brown Act)– There was no public comment.
II. Welcome and Introductions –Attendees introduced themselves.
III. Special Presentation - Keller Center for Family Violence




Diana Emerson

      Clinical Coordinator 
            Keller Center
The Keller Center opened in 2001. Prior to the opening services for violence victims were provided separately with a safe center operating out of Chope Hospital. The center was funded initially with a 2 million dollar grant from the Keller Family (friends of Nicole Brown Simpson) with a desire to focus on Family Violence victim support. The center is ideally situated inside SM County General Hospital but is all inclusive within their own wing including a separate lobby/waiting area, 2 exam rooms, 2 interview rooms. After initial funding expired it has been a collaboratively funded center but the funding has been tenuous as it is not a mandatory clinic. When funding was almost cut 3 yrs ago Children & Family Services stepped in to help. Funding is once again in question with the recent State budget crisis. If the center were to close, everything would have to go back to the piecemeal approach which is not ideal for the victim.
The Keller Center is a full accredited Child Advocacy Center (CAC). They see all child abuse victims in the county. They meet with child abuse experts in Santa Clara County on a monthly basis. They also see all sex crimes cases both adult (DV and Rape) and child as well as elder abuse victims.

There are 400 children per year seen in the center with half being child sexual abuse cases. They perform forensic exams and they will testify as expert witnesses. They have a multi-disciplinary approach. Cases are first reported to CPS or law enforcement, they cross report to the Keller Center who interviews and performs exams. All agencies are present together.

The Keller Center is important to the community. Child Advocacy Centers help increase prosecutions and help lower post traumatic stress for the victim.

Renee urged Diana to keep CCAT apprised of any funding issues or cuts so that we can all advocate for the Center’s future. 
IV.   Agency Sharing – The Fatherhood Collaborative will host its annual conference on the topic of the impact of incarceration on families with children. 

The Pacific Islander parenting Project announced they will be starting a Samoan language parenting class in East Palo Alto on march 3rd.

Next Meeting – Monday, February 14, 2011
Notre Dame Room, 400 Harbor Blvd., Building B, Belmont
2

