Children’s Collaborative Action Team

The San Mateo County Child Abuse Prevention Council
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Monday, August 15, 2011
 2:45 – 4:00 PM

Human Services Agency
400 Harbor Blvd, Building B
Notre Dame Room
General Collaborative Meeting Minutes
I. Public Comment (Brown Act) : There was no public comment.
II. Welcome and Introductions : Renee introduced Seren Pendelton-Knoll, Program Coordinator for the San Mateo County Youth Commission
III. Special Presentation : Overview of the Juvenile Justice System in San Mateo County – Margaret Copenhagen, Juvenile Law Attorney. 

Margaret presented information on the Juvenile Justice System in SMC and explained the primary differences between the juvenile and the adult criminal system. There are different terminologies and different impact. Juvenile is defined as under the age of 18.
Juvenile Court: no juries, in front of a judge, District Attorney has burden of proof.

When a youth comes into ‘contact” with the police that is kept in a record. The contact does not necessarily have to be criminal, can be non-serious such as smoking (which can be treated as a citation and possibly appearance in a “traffic-court” setting.) More serious such as “shop-lifting” can lead to arrest and release or depending upon the situation (if the youth argues or fights back, etc) can lead to being taken into custody.

When in custody does the youth truly understand Miranda rights? Legally, a juvenile can waive their right to an attorney, they can be interrogated w/o and attorney. 

If taken into custody they are required to have a court appearance w/in 48hrs. They are assessed at the Youth Services Center.

Youth may be assigned a Private Defender (a service provided by SMC bar Association) where families pay a minimal amount of legal fees. It includes attorney services, private investigators and other support services.
Some outcomes include: Informal Probation, juvenile is in contract w/probation for 6 months and doesn’t have to admit to committing the offense but if you violate the law up to 3mo after the 6mo period the original charge will be brought back up. Formal Probation, reporting in to PO, community service, counseling, etc and possible parent education for the parents. Juvenile Felonies, put’s the child’s DNA into the system permanently, felony could possible show up in a background check. Technically the juvenile hasn’t been ‘convicted” because that is not an outcome of the youth system but some entities such as the military can have access to “sealed” records.

Immigration impacts: ICE holds, ICE has 48 hours from a juvenile’s release to pick them up even if the youth ended up not being charged with a crime if he has been reported to immigration they can still come and pick him up, detain him (often out of State) for 6mo to 1 yr, away from family, etc. 

Next Meeting – Monday, September 19, 2011
Notre Dame Room, 400 Harbor Blvd., Building B, Belmont
