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Monday, April 18th, 2011
General Collaborative Meeting Minutes
I. Public Comment (Brown Act) : There was no public comment.
II. Welcome and Introductions : Due to the larger number of attendees individual introductions were not made. Renee introduced Supervisor Don Horsley.
III. Special Introduction of Presenter : Supervisor Horsley welcomed the audience, introduced the speaker and gave a brief overview of the presentation.
IV. Special Presentation: John Vanek- Lieutenant, San Jose Police, Bureau of Technical Services, Systems Development Unit, Human Trafficking Task Force presented the history of the task force which is federally funded through the US Dept of Justice. Partners include US Dept. of Labor, FBI, San Clara County District Attorney’s Office, SJPD, US Dept. of Justice and US Dept of Immigration (note ICE does not deport victims of Human Trafficking). The task force has a victim-centered response which can sometimes end up compromising the investigation/conviction but is important from a human rights standpoint. The issue is so complex that it requires a very high level of cooperation and collaboration.
Human Trafficking briefly defined as anytime someone provides labor or a service by means of force, fraud or coercion. If person is under the age of 18 the law does not require someone to prove force, fraud or coercion. 
Why does it exist? The profits are huge! Why is it a worldwide issue? Lack of public awareness, weak penalties, new issue for law enforcement who is often under trained in the subject, victims can easily be replaced like a commodity.

Moving forward: it is difficult to understand the magnitude of the problem in the Bay Area. In order to better understand it, all law enforcement would need to investigate all cases as potential human trafficking cases. There are state wide efforts to raise the sentencing standard for HT (see www.californiaagainstslvery.org).   
For more information or to stay connected to the latest efforts in the Human trafficking arena in the Bay Area join John’s blog at: www.jvanek.wordpress.com  

Next Meeting – Monday, May 16th, 2011 
